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Dec— Jan. 450 1814—1815. 

being useful to them, retaining indelibly a profound sense of their past 
favors. I avail myself— &c. &c. Th. Jeffebson. 

" The Society directed that this letter should be inserted 
in the Minutes, but they declined taking any particular 
order on it ; thus adopting the same course which was pur- 
sued, on a similar occasion, in December 1808." 

" An account of a case in which one side of the Thorax 
was dilated while the other was at rest," by Dr. Wistar ; 
read and referred to Hewson, Barton and Patterson. 

No communications for the Magellanic Premium. 

A new Minute book for Transactions, and a new Minute 
book for Donations, ordered. The books " to be used from 
the beginning of the approaching year." 

1814. Dec. 16. (Patterson ; Williams, Correa, Vaughan, 
Hewson, Hare, Dorsey, Haines, Curry, Collins, Patterson, 
Wistar.) 

Auditing Committee : Collins and Patterson. 
[All the rest of this volume, blank leaves.] 



Volume marked on the back, 1815-1824. 

Note on fly-leaf: "The notice of Donations is inserted in 
a separate Book." 

Note on fly-leaf: "Councillors chosen 1814 to serve to 
January 1817; Thomas Cooper, James Gibson, Edward 
Pennington, Robert Hare." 

Stated Annual Meeting. 
1815. Jan'y 6. (Drs. Barton, Collin ; Messrs. Patterson, 
Du Ponceau, Vaughan and W. P. C. Barton, at organization, 
at 2J o'c, p. m. ; afterwards Hembel, Cloud, Wilson, Bin- 
ney, Ch. Smith, Gilpin, General Williams, Haines, Staugh- 
ton, Hare, Patterson, Parke, Eawle, Morgan, Fox, J. G. 
Biddle, Meredith, Collins, Tilghman, Wylie, Mease, Chaun- 
cey, Conover, Hewson, Correa, Dorsey, J. R. Smith = 33.) 



January. 451 1815. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Caspar Wistar. 

Vice-President — K,. Patterson, B. S. Barton, Jon. "Williams. 

Secretary — T. C. James, T. T. Hewson, R. M. Patterson, 
N. Chapman. 

Councillors— E. Collin, W. Tilghman, A. Ellicott, W. 
Meredith. 

Curators — Z. Collins, Jos. Cloud, W. Hembell, Jr. 

Treasurer — John Vaughan. 

" The result of the election was directed to be published 
in the papers, with notice of the resignation of Thomas Jef- 
ferson. Adjourned." 

[Signed] E,. M. Patterson, Secretary. 

1815. Jan'y 20. (Wistar ; Patterson, Williams, Yaughan, 
Collins, Barton, Jr., Hembel, Mease, Cloud, Beasley, Hare, 
Correa, Haines, Patterson, 14.) 

Letter to Jefferson voted : 

"Sir, 

"The American Philosophical Society, after having, at several periods, 
■withstood your solicitations to be withdrawn from their presidency, have 
at length, with great reluctance, felt themselves obliged to yield to the de- 
cided resignation, expressed in your letter of the 23 d of November last, 
and have, accordingly, elected Dr. Caspar "Wistar to that office. 

" The important connection which has subsisted, for eighteen years, be- 
tween yourself and the Society, being thus dissolved, the Society avail 
themselves of the opportunity of expressing to you their warmest thanks 
for the very valuable services which you have rendered them, and of so- 
liciting the continuance of the friendly attentions which you have always 
shown to their interests. 

" The Society add the expressions of their attachment and respect, and 
their sincerest wishes for your happiness." 

Auditing Committee reported finding in the Treasurer's 
hands, January 1, 1815 : 

On general account $66 33 

Magellanic Fund 906 54 

Kittenhouse Fund 10 30 

Total $983 17 



Feb.— March. 4l5Z 1 815 

"Donations from D r - Dorsey, 0. W. Short, Rev d - T. 
Alden, N". Y. Soc. Arts, Jon. Williams." 
Librarian chosen : J. Yaughan. 



1815. Feb'y 3. (Patterson , Wistar, "Williams, Barton, 
Jr., Yaughan, Gilpin, Haines, Correa, Patterson.) 

Donation from Z. Collins. 

Deposit by Col. Williams : " A very large & elegant Mili- 
tary Map of the Yicinity of Philadelphia, made from actual 
survey, for the Committee of Defence of the City, by Messrs. 
Strickland, Brooke and Kneass." 

1815. Feb'y 17. (Williams; Yaughan, Smith, Wistar, 
Currie, Binney, Gibson, Duponceau, Dorsey, Chapman, 
Meredith, Patterson, J. Biddle, Correa, W. Barton, Haines, 
N". Biddle, James, Sergeant, Hewson.) 

Fulton's model of his Torpedo Boat was deposited by Col. 
Williams in the Collection of the Society. 

Report of Board of Officers on classifying members and 
organizing Standing Committees, was read, and printed 
copies ordered for distribution among the members. 

Lead ore from Wythe county, Yirginia, from R. E. Ho- 
bart was referred to Dr. Patterson and Mr. Collins. 

1815. March 3. (Wistar ; Dr. W. Barton and 15 others.) 

Brackinridge'8 paper reported for publication. 
Wistar's paper on the Othenoid bone for publication. 
Jefferson's reply was read : 

Monttcello, Feb'y 8, '15. 
Sir, 

I am honored with your letter of Jan'y 20, conveying to me the flattering 
sentiments which the American Philosophical Society have condescended 
through you to express on my resignation of the offlce of President, in 
which they had been pleased so long to continue me. I receive them with 
' equal Sensibility, and gratitude. The motives for withdrawing from a sta- 
tion, the duties of which could not in my situation be fulfilled, were truly 



March. 453 18 1 5 . 

expressed in my letter of Nov. 23. They had been conscientiously felt 
when, on a former occasion, I asked a like permission, and so continued to 
be ; and I trust it is seen that I have rendered a service in giving an occa- 
sion for a choice of a successor so eminently meriting the honor, so fully 
equal to its duties, and in place to perform them. In retaining still the 
character of a member of the Society I am gratified by the idea of a con- 
tinued fellowship with them, and shall never be more so than on occasion 
of being useful to them. 

Praying you to present them the homage of my dutiful respects, permit 
me also to add my obligations to yourself personally for the friendly terms 
in which you are pleased to make their communication, and accept the as- 
surance of my great consideration and esteem. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

M r - Correa read a paper on the Soil of Kentucky. Re- 
ferred to Dr. Patterson, Chapman, "Williams. 

Donations from Dorsey, Jones, Vaughan. 

" Certain heads of division into classes," proposed by the 
Board, being read, the subject was postponed to the next 
meeting. 



1815. March 17. (Williams ; Yaughan, James, Collin, 
Biddie, Duponceau, Chapman, Haines, Gilpin, Patterson, 
Tilghman, Beasely, Dr. Patterson, Dr. Barton, Seybert, Cor- 
rea, Currie, Hare and Hewson.) 

Deposit by Col. "Williams : Several drafts of the Fortifica- 
tions erected for the defence of New York. 

Donations from J. Yaughan and Dr. W. P. C. Barton. 

The classification of members into different departments 
was discussed. " The sense of the Society having been 
taken on the first paragraph, the further consideration of 
the subject was postponed, in order to introduce the follow- 
ing resolution : 

"Resolved, That a Seventh Committee be added to the Six, already es- 
tablished by the Twelfth Fundamental law, to be denominated 'the Com- 
mittee of History, Moral Science, and General Liteiature.' " 

"Which was adopted.* 

* This was in fact the birth of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 



April— May. 454 X816. 

The report of the Board was again considered, " and the 
Question being taken it was passed in the negative."* 

1815. April 7. (Mr. Patterson ; Vaughan, Dr Patter- 
son, Dr. W. Barton, Meredith, Haines, Duponceau, Wistar, 
Morgan, Tilghman, and Mr. Smith, of Lancaster.) 

Dr. Wistar's paper on a case of paralyzed Thorax (see 
Dec. 2, 1814), was reported for publication. 

Book for enrolling the members of the Standing Commit- 
tees, reported by the Librarian, ready for use. 

Historical Committee's first meeting " appointed for next 
Friday evening." 

Donations from S. W. Conrad, R. M. Patterson, M.D., 
Bobt. Mayo, M.D., DeWit [sie] Clinton, Bobt. Mills. 

1815. April 21. (Wistar; Vaughan, Collins, Currie, 
Gummere, Haines, Gilpin, Cloud, Duponceau, Patterson, 
Dr. Patterson, Wylie, Dr. "W. Barton, Chapman, Correa.) 

Correa's paper on Kentucky Soil reported for publication. 

Election of six new members : Dr. Sam. Colhoun ; John 
M. Scott ; Dr. Jos. Hartshorne ; Dr. Jos. Parrish ; Chas. J. 
Ingersoll, Esq ; and Bev. James Gray, D.D.f 

Donation from David Hossack. 

1815. May 5. (Patterson; Scott, Gray and Hartshorne, 
and 6 others.) 

Donations from Vaughan, Chapman, S. W. Conrad. 

1815. May 17. " Special meeting to make arrangements 
for attending the funeral of their late Vice-President Jona- 
than Williams." Present, 15 members. 

Procession appointed for 10 A. m., May 18. 

•That Is, no difference of membership has ever been established; so strong 
has always been the tradition of following the example of the Royal Society. 

fin lead pencil Is written, "Rev. James Gray, D.D., was elected at this meet- 
ing a*nd subsequently signed the constitution. F. B." 



May— June. 455 1A15. 

Dr. Nat. Chapman appointed " to deliver before the So- 
ciety in their Hall a Biographical account of their late Vice- 
President, to be recorded in the manner pointed out by the 
Resolution of 17 July 1812." 

1815. May -19. (Duponceau ; Vaughan, Haines, Parrish, 
Hembell, Correa, Dr. W. Barton, Colhoun, Dr. Patterson, 
Morgan, Chapman.) 

Donation from Mr. Redman Conyngham consisting of 
" the fragment of an Indian Vase," found on Buck moun- 
tain, three miles from Conyngham, Lucerne [sic] county, Pa., 
" in a cavity that had been entirely closed by an immense 
rock, and which was lately thrown down the mountain by 
some unknown convulsion." 

Mr. Correa pointed to the marks on the fragment in evi- 
dence that it had been made inside " a mould of basket 
work" after the Cherokee fashion. 

Donations from Duponceau, Chapman, Short. 

1815. June 16. (R. Patterson ; Cutbush, Pollock, Cray, 
Hossack, Scott, and 14 others.) 

Dr. W. P. C. Barton read a paper oh Malaxis Correana ; 
paper and drawing referred to Correa, Collins and Hossack. 

" On converting an alternate into a rotatory motion," by 
Mr. Croker, of Georgia ; referred to Patterson, Gilpin and 
Hembel. 

Historical Committee. Certain resolutions passed by the 
Committee defining the duties and powers were referred to 
the next meeting. 

Mr. Conyngham's communication on the Indian Vase 
(see May 18), was referred to Wistar, Du Ponceau and 
Mease. 

Dr. Wistar's plan of historical research postponed. 

Donations from Dr. Barton, Jas. Webster, Dr. Wistar, J. 
P. Norris, Jos. Reed, J. Vaughan, and Conn. Acad. Arts. 
(Two large historical collections are mentioned.) 
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1815. July 21. (Wistar ; Colhoun, Sergeant, Meredith, 
and 12 others.) 

Mr. Croker's paper was reported on. His " three projects 
are very ingenious & plausible ; but they have not been 
tested by any experiment, & their novelty is very doubtful, 
although they are unquestionably original with the author." 
Paper ordered to be preserved on file. 

" Obs. to determine the Long, of "Washington," by Mr. 
Lambert ; referred to Patterson, Hewson and Colhoun. 

Historical Committee. Resolutions discussed and adopted : 

" Resolved, That it be the duty of the Committee of History, the Moral 
Sciences and General Literature, to use their endeavours to form a collec- 
tion of original documents, such as official and private letters, Indian 
treaties, ancient records, ancient maps, and such other papers as may be 
calculated to throw light on the History of the United States, but more 
particularly of this State, to be preserved among the archives of this So- 
ciety, for the public benefit. 

"Resolved, That it be further the duty of the said committee to take 
such measures as to them shall seem most proper, for the purpose of 
obtaining from able and intelligent persons in the U. S., but more particu- 
larly in this State, correct information on matters connected with the his- 
tory, geography, topography, and antiquities, and statistics of this coun- 
try. 

"Resolved, That the said committee may, if they please, extend their 
inquiries to other parts of the continent and islands of America, and pro- 
cure the best information in their power relative thereto. 

"Resolved, That whenever, in the opinion of the said committee, suffi- 
cient materials shall have been collected for that purpose, it shall be law- 
ful for them to select such parts thereof, as they shall think proper, and 
publish the same in volumes, numbers or in any other form, by subscrip- 
tion or otherwise, as they shall deem most expedient. Provided always that 
this Society shall not be in any manner responsible for such publication ; 
but the same shall be made under the sole responsibility of the committee, 
or of the members whom they shall appoint to superintend the same ; and 
Provided also that no expense shall be incurred to this Society, nor shall 
their funds be in any manner or on any account pledged by the said com- 
mittee or any of its members without an express order or appropriation 
regularly made for that purpose in conformity with the tenth article ot 
the fundamental Laws. 

"Resolved, That the said committee shall, from time to time, report 
their progress to the Society ; and at all times when called upon by the 
Society." 



Aug.-Sept— Oct. 457 !815. 

Dr. Wistar's " Hints for the best mode of conducting the 
inquiries of the Historical Committee," was then " referred 
to the Committee with directions to act upon it." 

College of Physicians. Letter requesting abatement of 
rent, read. [No action recorded.] 

Election of three new members, all of Philadelphia : 
Joseph Hopkinson, Charles W. Hare, and Joseph P. Norris. 

Donations from the St. Petersburg Academy, T. Cooper, 
J. Vaughan. 



1815. Aug. 18. (Wistar; and 10 others.) 

Report on Dr. W. P. C. Barton's Malaxis, read and 
adopted. 

Committee on Lambert's paper continued. 

Committee on College of Physicians' letter continued. 

Donations from Dr. Wistar, Dav. Hall, Lasteyrie, Jos. 
Read [sic], Webster, Gregoire, Brackenridge, and R. S., St. 
Petersburg. 

Mr. Tatham, of Washington, applied through Dr. Mease, 
for the return of his " Analysis of Longevity," presented in 
1807. 

1815. Sept. 15. (Patterson as Vice-President; and 12 
others.) 

Donations from Cloud, Raguet, Vaughan and Mass. Hist. 
Soc. ; Spec, of Disthene from Chester Co., from Mr. Cloud. 

Purchase of Prony's Architecture Hydraulique author- 
ized. 

Tatham's application renewed, and the Librarian au- 
thorized to deliver it for perusal provided it be returned 
in a month. 

1815. Oct. 6. (Wistar ; Mr. Patterson, Du Pont de Ne- 
mours, Irenee Du Pont, Duponceau, Binney, Pollock, 
Vaughan, Izard, Gummere, Nicholls, Mease, Morgan, Beas- 



Oct.— Nov. 458 1815. 

ley, Sergeant, Hopkinson, Briggs, Hewson, Seybert, *W. P. 
0. Barton, Colhoun, Patterson ; 22.) 

Donations from Acad. St. Petersburg, Mellish, Hecke- 
welder, Vaughan, Wistar ; and (with a letter) from Adrien 
G. Camper, of Franchin, Friesland. 

" On the English words County and Commonwealth," by 
Mr. Dupont de Nemours ; read and referred to Duponceau, 
Binney and Hopkinson. 

Clock in the front of the Society's Hall. Mease and Nicholls, 
appointed a Committee to report " a plan for its future man- 
agement." 

Historical Committee's regular meetings fixed for each 
Monday following a regular meeting of the Society. 

1815. Oct. 20. (Wistar ; and 13 others.) 

The Clock would be kept in order by Mr. Parker gratis, 
until further report. 
Donations from Mass. Hist. S., and Jas. McMurtrie. 

1815. Nov. 3. (Collin; Meredith, Gibson, Collins, Mor- 
gan, Short, Nicholls, Barton, Jr., Vaughan, R. M. Patter- 
son.) 

Donation from Jos. Reed, Esq. 

" On a method of finding by addition alone, the sum of 
the products of any number of factors," by Jas. Austin ; 
read and referred to R. M. Patterson, Hassler, Gummere. 

1815. Nov. 17. (Patterson ; Collin, Abercrombie, Hall, 
Seybert, Currie, Colhoun, Gibson, "Wharton, Hare, Dupon- 
ceau, Hassler, Parrish, Vaughan, R. M. Patterson.) 

Donation from E. Kimber and J. Vaughan. 

Historical Documents at Harrisburg. A letter from R. 
Conyngham urged the Society to give its attention to 
this " very valuable collection." Referred to the Hist. Com- 
mittee. 



Dec— Jan. 4o9 1815—1816. 

1815. Dec. 1. (Wistar ; R. Patterson, J. Gilpin, T. Gil- 
pin, Morgan, Hassler, Carrie, Hembel, Barton, Jr., Hewson, 
Cutbush, Oolhoun, R. M. Patterson, Vaughan, Nicholls, In- 
gersoll.) 

No papers for the Magellanic Premium. 
Donation from B. S. Barton. 

Librarian directed to import Thomson's Annals of Phi- 
losophy from the commencement and to take it regularly. 

1815. Dec. 15. (Patterson ; and 14 others.) 

An abstract of the paper by Jas. Austin, of Lycoming 
county, Pa., was reported and adopted. 

Historical Committee reported its organization : W. Tilgh- 
man, Chairman ; P. S. Duponceau, Corresponding Secretary ; 
J. Vaughan, Recording Secretary ; a Book of Minutes ; 
several meetings ; and extensive correspondence. 

Clock in front of the Hall to be kept in order by Mr. 
Parker, so that " the Publick may confide in it as a correct 
regulator of time." 

Donations from G. Graberg di Hemso, Abbe Gregoire, D. 
de Nemours, Veter. Soc, Copenhagen E. Viborg, Sec'y, and 
F. R. Hassler. 

"On cramp," by Dupont de Nemours, was referred to 
Hewson, James, Barton, Jr. 

" On the genus Bartonia," by B. S. Barton ; referred to 
W. Barton, Collins, Correa. 

Historical Committee allowed to change from Monday to 
Wednesday. 

Auditing Committee : Haines and Colhoun. 

1816. JarCy 5. (13 present.) 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Caspar Wistar. 

Vice-Presidents — Robt. Patterson, W. Tilghman, P. S. 
Duponceau. 



